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1. Hossein Modarresi, Crisis and Consolidation in The Formative Period of Shi‘ite Islam, p. 7,
Darwin, 1998. "Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq was the most respected member of the House of the Prophet
during the time of upheaval that saw the overflow of the century-p;d Umayyad rule. Jafar was an
obvious candidate to succeed as Umayyad leader of the Islamic state and many expected him to
step forward into the role. Traq was full of his followers. A passionate follower told him that half
of the world supported his claim. The people of Kufa waited only for his order to seize the city
from its garrison. His failure to take advantage of the situation led to various reactions; some of
his followers even held that it was unlawful for him not to rise up.”

2. Ibid, p. 7." Even the Abbasids, who eventually took the reins of power, reportedly looked to
him in the early days of their insurrection as their first choice for the spiritual leadership of their

movement."
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1. bid, p. 8. "Possibly along the same line, he at times did not even like to be called the Tmam."
2. Tbid, p. 8. "He also forbade his followers to engage in any political activity or to join any

armed Group, make Shi‘ite propaganda, or recruit any new members into the Shi‘ite community."
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