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David. J. Wasser stein. The "Majlis of al- Rida™
A Religious Debate in the Court of the Caliph Al—Ma'mun as

Represented in a Shii Hagiographical Work about the Eighth Imam
Ali ibn Musa al-Rida.
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The Majlis: Interreligious Encounters in Medival Islam, edited by:
Hava Lazarus-Yafeh, Mark R.Cohen, Sasson Somekh, Sidney
H.Griffith. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag, 1999 (studies in Arabic
language and literature, vol.4), ISBN: 3-447-04041-6
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1. Averil Cameron, “Disputations, polemical literature and the formation of opinion
in the early Byzantine period” , in Dispute Poems and Dialogues in the Ancient and
Mediaeval Near East, ed. GJ. Reinink and H.LJ. Vanstiphout, Orientalia
Lovaniensia Analecta 42 (Leuven, 1991), 91-108 (repr. In ead. Changing Cultures in
Early Byzantium [ Variorum Collected Studies series, no. 536] [ Aldershot, 1996],
Item III). See also, from a different angle, George La Piana, “ the Byzantine
Theater”, Speculum 11 (1936), 171-211.

2. Joseph Sadan, “ Kings and craftsmen — a pattern of contrasts. On the history ofa
medieval Arabic humoristic form”, part I, Studia Islamica 56 (1982) 5-49. Sensibly,
in using the word substitute, he surrounds it with inverted commas, for of course the
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notion can be here nothing but an external construct.

3. Bo Holmberg, “ The public debates as a literary genre in Arabic literature,
Orientalia Suecana 38-39 (1989-1990), 45-58, is very general.

4. See D.JWasserstein, “ A Jewish Christian Polemic in Tiberias in the Eighteenth
Centuray”, Cathedra 56 (1990), 33-41 ( in Hebrew); id., “Jewish-Christian Relations
in Eighteenth-Century Tiberias,” in the Jews in the Ottoman Empire, ed. A. Levy
(Princeton, N.J.,1994), 301-314.
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Encyclopaedia of Islam (El) second edition, 1:131-132, art. Abu Kalidjar ( by H.
Bowen); 7:270-271, art. al-Muayyad fi I-Din ( by 1.Poonawala);

S s Eosly o5l andlas (ol 5
al-Muayyad fi al-Din Hibat Allah b.Abi Imran Musa al-Shirazi, Mudhakkirat Da’l
Du’at al-Dawla al-Fatimiyya, ed. A. Tamir (Beirut, 1403/1983).
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M.1.Finaley, The World of Odysseus (Harmondsworth, 1956).
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El, second edition, 1:399-400, art. “ Ali al-Rida (by B.Lewis).
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9. Abu Ja’far Muhammad b. Ali b.al-Husayn Ibn Babawayh al-Qummi, al-Sadug,
Uyun Akhbar al-Rida, 2 vols., ed.H.al-A’lami (Beirut 1404/1984); id., k.al-Tawhid,

ed.H.al-Husayni al-Tehrani (Qumm n.d. [ 1398/19787]
(38 ookl 53 1y A pl 51 gl &S o1 Kl Etan Kolberg 0

10. Steven M.Wasserstrom, Between Muslim and Jew. The Problem of Symbiosis
Under Early Islam, Princeton University Press), 1995, pp.113-16;
Sl ez 1600 woS ¢y 35 5 PAIS, NTL, i 0 Comdls o5ls gl OF 3 S
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11. David Thomas, “ Two Muslim-Christian Debates from the Early Shi’ite
Tradition” , Journal of Semitic Studies, XXXIII, 1988, pp.53-80, esp.pp.65-80; at
pp.65-75.
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“Rusum Dar al-Khilafah (the Rules and Regulations of the Abbasid Court), Trans.

Elie A. Salem ( Beirut, 1977),
Gses Gl sr 5 Sl s Ll s Ll 03 wd> b Miquel Barcelo “ El Califa patente:

el ceremonial omeya de Cordoba o la escentificacion del poder”, in Antonio Vallejo
Triano (coord.) Madinat al-Zahra. El Salon de Abd al-Rahman Ill ( Cordoba, 1995),
153-175

25 .5,

Oxford Companion to the Bible, ed. Bruce M. Metzger and Michael D. Coogan
(oxford, 1993), s. nomine; Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, ed. F.L.
Cross, 3" ed. By E.A. Livingstone (Oxford , 1997), art. “Pilate, Pontius”, and also
art. “Pilate, Acts of “ (both with additional references).
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